
Endings and Beginnings
Rev. Fr. Anthony Cook

Dear Parishioners, 
It has been several months since the last issue of the Trophybearer. 
We pray that this summer that now comes to a close has been a 
time of rest and peace and renewed strength and love for all of 
you. As we come now toward the conclusion of the Feast of the 

Koimisis of the Theotokos, and of this summer, we approach the renewal of 
our various ministries and programs at the Church.
A significant alteration in our normal schedule involves the annual Greek 
Festival,  normally  held  in  previous  years  in  late  August.  In  more  recent 
years, we have found that this timing puts us in direct conflict with other 
neighboring parishes and their Festivals, which both makes it difficult for us 
to  attend  and  support  their  efforts,  and  difficult  for  their  parishioners  to 
attend and support our Festival.
For this reason, we have moved the date almost a month later, and will be 
having our Greek Festival  September 18th.  As we make this change,  we 
request  the  support  and  participation  of  all  of  you,  so  that  it  may  be  a 
success. Please invite your neighbors and friends from your neighborhoods 
and workplaces, as well as your friends and relatives from other parishes. 
Please consider volunteering to help prepare the pastries, or selling tickets, 
or serving food in the concession stand or at the pastry booth, or simply to 
be  present  to  help  clear  tables  and  remove  trash  during  the  festival.  A 
volunteer form is attached to this newsletter - you can turn it in on Sunday in 
the Church offering, or to the Church office at any time.
We know that not all of you will be able to help with the Festival, either in 
the preparation or on the day itself. Please know that we understand that life 
is busy, and there are many other priorities. We hope you do not hesitate to 
come by whenever you are able on the day of the Festival, to eat, to dance, 
and to share in fellowship with all the Church. If that is what you can offer, 
it is a great blessing to all of us.
As September arrives, we also begin our Sunday School and Greek School. 
We will have sign ups for Sunday School on September 11th and September 
18th, and will formally begin classes the following Sunday, on September 
25th. Greek School will be beginning shortly after this - please watch the 
Sunday Bulletin and email updates for more information.
We also will soon resume our more active schedule for GOYA. This will 
include the welcome of the newest GOYAns. Our standard at St. George has 
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always been that all young people ages 12 through 18 are members of the 
GOYA, so if your child is recently turned 12, please contact either one of 
the GOYA advisors, or the church office, and we will add them to the list.
As we enter upon the fall, we also begin to anticipate the various social 
events  that  our  parish  holds  each  year.  In  October,  we  have  the  Choir 
Spaghetti Luncheon following the Divine Liturgy. In November, we have the 
Philoptochos Feather Party. In December, we have the Nativity Breakfast 
along with the Christmas Pageant, and of course we have the New Years' 
Party on December 31st. As each of these, and other, events approach, we 
will begin to sell tickets, and we hope all of you will plan to attend.
For the more immediate present, please note that the days for Festival Prep 
are August 16th (for the Spanakopita and the Baklava) and September 15th 
(for the Pastitsio, Galaktoboureko, and chicken kabobs).  The work both 
days will begin at 9, if not earlier. Please speak with Maria Grias for more 
information. Any assistance is welcome on these days. If you would like to 
volunteer your time for any other tasks during the Festival, please speak 
with Barbara Minton, or call the Church office directly.
Please  do  make  a  point  to  support  our  neighbor  parishes  at  their 
Festivals.  Assumption  in  St.  Clair  Shores  holds  theirs  August  18-21. 
Nativity  in  Plymouth  holds  theirs  August  26-28.  Holy  Trinity  Toledo 
holds theirs September 9-11. 
This period is one of transition. As we conclude the Koimisis Fast, and 
the month of August, and with them the Ecclesiastical Year, we turn our 
eyes to the new beginning of the new Church Year, the new school year, 
and the new year of ministries. We pray that the Lord may richly bless all 
of us in this new year of His grace.
With love in Christ, 
+Fr. Anthony
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Greek Fest will be held Sunday, September 18 (12 7 pm) 

Yes!  I would like to help! 
 

     Name _____________________________________________ 
 

 I prefer to be contacted by   __phone   __text   __email (check one) 
 
 

 Contact me at _________________________________________   
 

 I can help (check please)  _____ Saturday evening, September 17       

     _____ Sunday, September 18    
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